
The Need for Automated Network 
Configuration Management 
Those responsible for network design 
and administration know first hand how 
difficult it is to plan for and manage the 
layout and interconnectivity between 
cross-platform network and storage 
equipment.  Physically designing a net-
work and rack configuration is a com-
plex and still largely a manual and error-
prone process.   

It is time consuming to research product 
specifications such as power, heat load 
and weight from each vendor’s data-
sheets or websites and to determine the 
required cable type and length, as well as 
the physical unused space and weight of 
the loaded rack. 

Rackwise Saves Time, Reduces Design 
and Installation Errors 
Rackwise is an online tool that assists 
with planning and configuring one or 
many network racks. Using a simple 
intuitive interface, rack configurations 
are created using vendor-specific equip-
ment shapes, producing a highly detailed 
visual representation of each product.   

 Key Benefits  
Increase bottom line 
profitability.  Reduce time 
spent on rack configuration 
by 80%.  A typical Rack-
wise configuration can take 
only 30 minutes compared 
to 10 hours manually. 
 
Never get caught without 
the right cable.  Accurate 
inventory of required ca-
bling and assembly instruc-
tions provided. 
 
Avoid errors.  Detect rack 
configuration issues prior to 
installation with Rackwise 
validation and error mes-
sage document.  
 
No more searching for 
datasheets.  Check multi-
vendor product specifica-
tions via Rackwise online 
database and direct links to 
manufacturer’s datasheets.  
 
Stop re-entering data for 
network upgrades.  Save 
and edit Rackwise configu-
rations to eliminate re-
entering and monitor net-
work growth 
 
Document your network.  
Build an inventory of the 
installed products on exist-
ing networks.  Reports can 
track warranty and serial 
number information.    

Web-based multi-vendor configuration tool for net-
work designers and administrators 

With the simple, intuitive Rackwise interface users  easily move 
through the process of configuring complex network systems, person-
alizing product choices, cards, modules, cables and other decisions 
creating a highly detailed visual representation of each rack.  

With drop down menus, users can easily 
move through the process of configuring 
complex network systems, personalizing 
product choices, cards, modules, cables 
and other decision factors to their indi-
vidual requirements.  Using component 
placement rules, the user selects devices 
and the units are  automatically placed 
in the correct rack units and cables con-
nected to the correct ports to maximize 
rack efficiency. 

Avoid Configuration Cabling Errors  
A large percentage of network installa-
tions have initial errors associated with 
cabling or interconnectivity and many 
network outages are caused by configu-
ration errors.   

Rackwise provides validation of the rack 
configuration prior to any network 
change.  Because most network adds, 
moves, and changes must be accom-
plished quickly and often at night or on 
weekends, being able to automate and 
document these processes can help avoid 
costly errors. 

 

“By saving time in the 
RFP and design phase 
of a network project, 
this drag-n-drop rack 
design tool could cut a 
VAR’s sales cycle by 
80%” 

- Jasmine Noel 
JNoel Associates 

“Many network engineers 
spend up to 10 hours 
configuring the network 
devices in just a single 
rack!” 

500 Airport Boulevard 
Suite 100 
Burlingame, CA 94010 

T: 866.Rackwise www.rackwise.com 
F: 415.453.7582 



Reports and Exports 
Each Rackwise solution includes 
the following three report choices:  

1.  HTML Front and Rear View 
with read only drawings of the front 
and rear views of the rack. 

 6 Easy Steps to Rack Configuration 

1.  Create a Project or edit an existing project by clicking on My Projects tab. 

2.  Build a Bill of Materials (BoM) by clicking BOM Builder tab and selecting products from 
 the Rackwise database. 

3.  Click Rack It! to generate the documents that depict the rack solution. 

4.  Use the Cable Planner to assemble the desired modules into devices, create cable  
 connections, and reposition the devices as necessary. 

5.  Click Re-Rack It! to show your rack solution with cables and modules added. 

6.  View, edit/save the resulting rack reports and drawings by clicking the Documents tab. 

System Requirements Rackwise is designed to run on Microsoft Internet Explorer v6.0 or higher.  A high speed connection (cable or DSL minimum) 
is recommended for full access to the program.  Microsoft Visio© 2000 or later must be installed on you local computer if you want to view, edit, print 
and save Visio drawings created by Rackwise. You can view only with the free Microsoft Visio Viewer installed. 

Copyright © 2003 Visual Network Design, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Rackwise and the Rackwise logo are trademarks of Visual Network Design, Inc.  
All other trademarks or registered trademarks are the property of their respective holders and are mentioned for identification purposes only.           2/04 

Online Database 
The Rackwise online database sup-
ports more than 10,000 networking 
vendor-specific equipment shapes 
from leading network, storage and 
computer equipment manufacturers 
including Cisco Systems, Avaya, 
Brocade, 3Com, Dell, IBM, HP/
Compaq, Sun and EMC.  The data-
base also supports rack, UPS and 
cable accessories. 

Continuously updated with the latest 
product releases, the component 
shapes are extremely detailed and 
have interactive port-accurate con-
nection points, meaning there's a con-
nection point of every port so that a 
user can verify connections.  The 
database information can be reviewed 
by manufacturer, product category, 
and product number or by descrip-
tion. 

Power and Heat Load  
Lists individual and total power consumption and heat load for each device 
in the rack. 

Dimensions and Physical Locations  Lists all devices in the 
rack and provides a link to the manufacturer’s product data-
sheet.  Shows part elevation, height and weight in inches and 
rack units. 

Rack Properties  
Shows the rack manufacturer, model, weight, rack unit spacing in inches and total 
number of rack units. 

Rack Totals  
Shows the total number of used and unused rack units, power consumption, heat 
load and weight for the rack and its parts. 

Cable Lengths and Connections  
Shows from and to port connection information including device, 
slot, port detail with cable and connector type, as well as cable 
lengths.  

Notes  
Provides notes on the basic design validation for a configured rack and 
reports common error conditions in power requirements, heat load, weight 
and rack space and partial or missing data. 

Assembly Instructions  
Provides detailed instructions on how to assemble the racks. and parts se-
lected in the Bill of Materials. 

2.  Visio Drawing which shows front 
and back views of a 3D model of the 
racking solution.  Can be viewed, 
edited and printed using Visio.    

3.  HTML Report which includes: 


